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the ills from which the Emperor was suffering. But on
the advice of Muzaffar Khan, chief of artillery (Mir-i-
Atish), who had some self-respect left in him, the Em-
peror refused to confirm the agreement, at once dangerous
and derogatory to the Empire. Muzaffar Khan was an
enterprising man, not inclined to acquiesce without resist-
ance. The Emperor invested him with full authority to
undertake an expedition against the Marathas and to drive
them away across the river Narbada.  Their persistent
aggression had necessitated immediate action on the part
of the Imperialists.1 Muzaffar Khan made preparations
for his expedition and marched towards Malwa. He en-
countered Baji Rao at Sironj. The Marathas, according to
their usual guerilla tactics, avoided pitched battle, harass-
ing  the  Mughals  with  continual  skirmishes  and  snip-
ping and stalking the advance-guard of the Imperialists
whenever it appeared. At length Muzaffar Khan's army
was surrounded and their supplies straitened.   He was
compelled to retire towards the capital without achieving
any substantial result.5 Nizamu'1-Mulk had made prepara-
tions   at   Burhanpur,   where   he   waited   for   news   of
Muzaffar Khan.  He had an intention of attacking the
Marathas from the South, but this scheme fell through
when Muzaffar Khan was compelled to return to Delhi.
This encouraged the Marathas, increased their preten-
sions and incited them to have their demands of Chanth
and SardeshmukM of Malwa conceded by the Emperor.
In July, 1736, the Emperor was advised by the
Amlru'l-Umara to send Yadgar Khan Kashmiri, a man
versed in diplomacy, to Dholpur to negotiate terms of
peace with Baji Rao through Raja Jai Singh, who had
repeatedly suggested to the Emperor that the only way
to save the Empire was to come to an understanding with
the Peshwa.8 But this condescension on the part of the
1  Siyar, op, cit., p. 466.
2 Ibid., p. 467.
9 Ibid. y p. 473.
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